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MESSAGE FROM THE HEADMISTRESS 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF JUNIORS 
 

Here we are at last - the end of term, and for many of us I suspect the next week will feel a little odd - having had 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΩ ŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘŜǊƳ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ /ŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƻǳǊ ƎƛǊƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
much to be proud of: we have seen fabulous performers, clear and confident readers and angelic singers in the 
Junior Christmas Production and Carol Service, had a splendid Christmas Fair with wonderful hampers raffled and a 
fantastic array of stalls with things to buy and do. The younger pupils have bopped their socks off at the disco and 
many of our pupils have sung and performed for the visitors of the Nottinghamshire Hospice. We must thank the 
Music Department who are always at full stretch in the Autumn Term preparing girls for the ever changing seasonal 
singing (Harvest Festival, Prize Giving, Concerts, Recitals, Junior Production and Carol Service). 
 

Since Beverley Brooks spoke at Prize Giving we have developed some close links with the hospice, including a real 
treat when Head Girl Ashleigh and myself were invited to the opening ceremony of the new wing by the Duchess of 
Gloucester.  We look forward to continuing our links.  
 

LƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘŜǊƳ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǘŜǊƳΩǎ ŜȄǘǊŀ-curricular programme. We urge your daughters to 
sign up for new things and make the most of all the opportunities that are on offer to her. I would particularly like to 
promote fencing - it is a fabulous opportunity to learn a new skill. If you are interested in fencing, a course of 10 
sessions costs £50 ς please let me know if your daughter would like to join the group as soon as possible ensuring 
you have completed a permission letter and sent in money by Wednesday 11th January.  Senior girls should have in 
their envelopes their Autumn Term grade cards with an accompanying letter outlining the rationale for the 
awarding of the attainment and effort grades.   
 
 

 
 
 
 

The EYFS twilight sessions were well attended and proved to be a great way of parents getting together with 
EYFS staff  to discuss any queries they may have had about the structure of the school day, timetables and 

curriculum for Nursery and Reception. During other twilight sessions Miss Carlin and Mrs Keyworth 
enjoyed passing on their knowledge of the Maths and Literacy curriculum to parents which again has proved 

to be a successful way to help parents help their daughters. 
 

We wish all our Holly Leaves readers a most enjoyable festive  

break and a very happy new year.  
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You may be aware that we have said 
goodbye to Mrs Clark (Lizzie) in 

Reception.  Lizzie has moved on to work at 
Redhill Academy as an Administrator to 

Head of Sixth Form.  She will be sadly 
missed but we are pleased to announce 

that we have appointed a new Re ceptionist, 
Mrs Catherine Cotterill , who will join us at 

the start of next term.  
 

I have had a lovely time interviewing our new 

prospective entrants for Year 7 next year and 

know that there are a lot of them who would 

make a splendid contribution to our Hollygirt 

community. I urge any parent who is unsure of 

what to do regarding the future education of 

their daughter to speak to me.   I look forward 

to talking to our current Year 6 girls when we 

return in the new year. 

 

òTis the season to be jolly éó, and what a jolly 

good time the Juniors have been having this busy 

half term. Our girls have been out and about the 

local area having fun at the Panto, journeying to 

Bethlehem via Perlethorpe, visiting Santa in his 

grotto, and spending pennies at the Christmas Fair. 

Wherever we visit our girls always do us proud and 

look and behave immaculately.  Thank you girls. 
 

Our extra-curricular clubs have been well attended.  
Mad Science has been a great success and we look 
forward to holding other Mad Science sessions at a 
later date.  The Running Club have been building 
up their stamina and general fitness. Mrs Payne is 
now running 3 times a week and is starting to enjoy 
it! The Nottingham High Junior School cross 
country event is scheduled for February so keep up 
the running over the Christmas break. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

JUNIOR SCHOOL 
 

The girls loved their visit to meet the Mayor, Councillor Michael Wildgust 
and had prepared lots of questions during their English lessons to ask 
him.  The girls had fresh orange juice and a biscuit off a silver plate.  

They also got to see the Mayor's private rooms and were given a guided 
tour by the Mayor himself who is normally too busy to do that. 

 
They found out the names of the lions and that the Council House was 

built in 1929.  They had such a fantastic time especially finding out which 
important people had signed their name in the special gold edged visitor 
booké.The Queen, Princess Diana and Prince Charles. They also found 

out the name of the clock on top of the council house too - Little John. 
 

On Monday 28
th

 November, Years 1 to 4 all went to Perlethorpe. 
We saw two sheep dogs moving sheep and it was really funny! 
There was a man called Gary and he was taking us on a trip to 
Bethlehem. We had to look for yellow signs on gates telling us 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ Ψbƻ wƻƻƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ LƴƴΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǘǊƛŎƪȅ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘΦ 
We had to pretend that Mrs Twells was the tax collector and she 
was very strict (but she was not really strict). We had to shout our 
names loud and clear and it was embarrassing. There was a stable 
where we all dressed up as characters out of the Nativity and 
acted it out. We went on a scavenger hunt in the woods to look 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎέ ƛƴ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿŜƴǘ 
home and told our parents about Perlethorpe and they thought it 
was very interesting.              

By Lucy and Ashana (Year 4) 

 
 
 

On 1st November we had our first session of 
Mad Science - we only had the chance to do it 
for 5 weeks so we needed to make the most of 
it. During the first week we made periscopes 

that they use in submarines. Our Mad Science 
teacher was called Toxic Tilly. That day we 

learnt that our eyes when we look somewhere 
else it is upside down but then something in 
our eye travels all the way to our brain really 
quickly  and it turns the right way roun d. The 

second to last week we learnt about static 
electricity and we used a big machine called a 
Van de Graaff generator. To make your hair 
go up, you put both of your hands on the top 
of the machine, turn it on and wait for a bit  - 

then your hair will go up! 
 
 

By  
Charlotte  

Birchall  
&  

Ellie  
White  

(Year 4) 
 

Girls from the Junior School had a 

wonderful time (oh yes they did!) at the 

Pantomime watching a glittering 

performance of Cinderella at 

Nottingham Playhouse. 

 

One of the highlights of the show was when Lily in 

Year 3 was chosen to go up on stage to be 

wHMSDQUHDVDC½ AX SGD 6FKX 4SDORHRSDQR @MC SN GDKO 

lead the audience in a sing-a-long. Lily also received 

a bag of goodies. Very exciting! Scarlett in Year 2 

had Happy Birthday sung to her and also received a 

bag of goodies.  All in all we had a fantastic 

afternoon!  

Mrs Allen 
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Buttons (one of the 
characters)  told us a     
secret. The secret was 
he loved Cinderella so 
much he gave her an 
apple. When someone 
tried to steal the apple 
we had to shout nickers 
buttons.  
 

By Jessica La & Emily 
Brown  (Year 4) 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

SENIOR SCHOOL     
13 girls from Years 9 and 10 set off at half term to discover more 
about the ancient sites and natural wonders of Turkey. We were 
delighted to find that our hotel had an infinity pool and spent time 
relaxing between our visits on the waterslides, playing volleyball on 
the beach and banana boating. 

 

Our visits included one of the seven ancient wonders of the world ð the temple of Artemis and the ancient 
city of Ephesus. We lit candles and were in awe with the reverence and peace of the Virgin Maryõs house. 
We placed wishes on the wishing wall hoping they would come true. At the cotton castle of Pamukkale we 
donned fetching hats to bathe in the thermal pools where the mineral laden water at 50 degrees and 
bubbling kaolin mud has rejuvenating powers. This impressive UNESCO site is striking and unforgettable 
with its clear aquamarine water and white crystal terraces. 
 

The sun shone for our boat trip so we could enjoy views 
of the Greek island Samos and dive into the inviting 
turquoise waters of the Aegean Sea. Although I do 
believe the frequent cries of crabs followed by frantic 
swimming was merely to get back onto the upper deck 
for more sunbathing. After working up a sailorõs appetite 
we ate barbecued fish before some lively Turkish 
dancing. We saw cotton growing in the fields, rode a 
dolmus to see the town of Kusadasi, learned a little 
Turkish language and ate plenty of Turkish delight. All 
in all an excellent holiday experience. 
 

Mrs Atherton  

During the academic year 2010-11 Hollygirt raised £1,424.24 for our chosen charity - Scope @ Rutland 
House.  On Tuesday the Principal of SCOPE came into school so we could present her with their cheque.  
This donation will be put towards their service in N ottinghamshire.  This is a community based service                  
     which gives support for short breaks for children, parents and carers. It is a project specifically for 

children with lots of activities where so many of them will benefit.  
 

Donations of clean clothes, shoes, sheets, 
blankets, towels etc. are always welcome and 

very much needed for our  
AEGIS Trust Clothing Bank.  

Please bring items in at any time! 
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The focus of our Year 10 Conference Day on 4th 
November was óStrategies for Successô. The transition 
from KS3 to KS4 is a huge one and our Year 10 girls had 
half a term of GCSE courses under their belts so the 
time was ripe to let them reflect on their learning styles 
and the challenges they face.  
 

During the September Inset Day a training organisation 
called óLearning Performanceô worked with all teaching 
staff to look at how learners learn. The purpose of the 
Conference Day was to follow up this work and to help 
students with personal organisation and study skills.   
 

Many thanks to those Year 9 and 10 parents who 
braved a wild and woolly bonfire night to attend the 
information session that evening. I hope everyone 
involved found it a useful insight into how we can work 
together to help our girls enjoy and take ownership of 
their learning in order to achieve their very best.  

 

Mrs Brooksby  
 

Girls having fun at our Christmas Fair 



 
 

 
 
  

 

SPORTS 
 
 Parkinson's UK "Spooky Sprint" 

  
It was Saturday night and whilst others were settling 
down to watch "Strictly" myself and some of the girls 
were painting our faces and donning our fancy dress 
costumes ready for a run around Holme Pierrepont in 
the dark! 
  
I arrived and was delighted to 
see Eleanor Steele, Lily Holmes 
and Emily LeMottée from the 
Junior School looking superb in 
their fancy dress costumes 
ready for their 1K fun run. They 
joined a large group of other 10 
and unders for their race and 
despite feeling a little nervous, 
all completed the run in good 
times.Emily actually managed 
to win it and got first prize! 
  
Hannah Banbury, Eve Gallagher,  
Sophie Hadfield and Daisy Reed   
all did the 5K but I didn't get to see them finish as my 
10K was still going. 
 
When I caught up with them at school the following 
Monday I couldn't believe how well they had done. 
Superb times by all four of them in very difficult 
conditions. It was pitch black so we were all given a 
head torch to wear and not long after the race started 
it began to rain. The wind was blowing a gale and 
particularly strong down one side of the lake at Holme 
Pierrepont which made you feel like you were running 
on the spot. 

 
Well done girls - that was an amazing achievement by 
you all, showing determination, strength and superb 
levels of fitness!  Let's hope there will be many more 
taking part in it next year. 

Mrs Ebbage 
 

Position House Points 

1st Clumber 25 points 

2nd Welbeck 18 points 

3rd Rufford 13 points 

4th Thoresby 11 points 
 

Silver Duke of Edinburgh 

Practice Walk in Monyash, Derbyshire 

Saturday 28 th January 

Running Club  
 

Senior girls are welcome to join the 
Running Club with Junior girls on 

Thursdays from 12.45pm.   
 

Please see Mrs Atherton or Mrs 
Ebbage if you would like to join.  

 
 

Nottingham Hockey Central League 2011 
  
Congratulations to the following girls who played in "The Central Venue League" throughout October and November. 
  

Emma Archer, Ganxue Braisby, Yve Dickman, Finley Fielder, Sophie Harrison, Grace  
Kavanagh, Jasmin Musgrove, Struthy Nitanjan, Amie Pickering, Hollie Sanderson and Becky Soles 

  
The girls only lost to one school over all the weeks of playing.  
Unfortunately we have not had confirmation about placings as yet 
but I believe we would have finished 2

nd
 or possibly 3

rd
 out of all 

the eight schools that took part. This is an amazing achievement 
for these girls, who even committed to playing on one of the 
evenings over half term! Not only was their commitment superb, 
so also was their team spirit and attitude to their fellow team-
mates and others in the tournament. They were an absolute 
delight to take to this event and they certainly did Hollygirt 
proud!!! 

Mrs Ebbage 
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Position House Points 

1st Clumber 29 points 

2nd Rufford 18 points 

3rd Welbeck 16 points 

4th Thoresby 13 points 
 




