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On Thursday 13" November, Year 6 experienced a
taste of life on the Home Front during World War Il. All
girls were told to come to school dressed as a child

: c from the era. Both Mrs Straw and Mrs Mason dressed
up and took their roles as extremely strict teachers
with surprising ease.

After some initial games in the mock playground, registration was called. Girls were made to line up and take their
very small dose of cod liver oil! They then assembled in a very barren looking Room 6 complete with bare walls and
blacked out windows. In the morning they took part in lessons including dictation, general knowledge concerning the
war being fought, the German Front and gas mask drills. They listened to the words of their Prime Minister, Winston
Churchill and then duly filed into the Friends’ Room where they took part in a mock air raid.

Mrs Searle, again in authentic dress, gave the girls sewing lessons on the wartime
theme of ‘make do and mend’ and they duly sewed and darned a variety of clothing
items. Lunch adhered to the wartime rationing theme and consisted of a mere jam
sandwich wrapped in brown paper, an apple and a drink of water from a jam jar.
Throughout the day girls did not eat anything else in order to experience what it
would have felt like to go hungry.

In the afternoon the strict atmosphere of the war years eased somewhat when the
girls were treated to a very entertaining speech by eminent local historian, Mr Ron
Booth. Mr Booth vividly recreated the experience of being a child growing up in
Nottingham during World War Il and being evacuated. It was a really wonderful talk
and he was incredibly impressed by the behaviour and interest of the girls. The girls
were astounded to learn that in those days the punishment for not knowing your
tables was several lashes of a wooden ruler on the hand!

The Year 6 girls have also been encouraged to make a pledge to help others less fortunate or to give up something
for a month. Each girl has chosen her own pledge. These range from giving up crisps and sweets to caring for an
elderly relative. They have also been collecting money by selling poppies for the Royal British Legion.

F All the girls really enjoyed the day and the active part
0 H e a "‘ s t m a s they all played will no doubt ensure that they retain a
: very clear and vivid image of what it must have been
like for children at school during World War II.

As part of Geography/Practical
Maths, Year 1 did a survey of
different forms of transport that
go along Mansfield Road. They
counted and tallied the cars,
lorries, etc, and afterwards made
a bar graph back at school.
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This year the junior girls brought in their teddies and

7 paid school fees. Year 6 girls made and sold cookies

‘r hﬂﬂ_} and biscuits. £123.10 was raised for Children in Need
“ﬂ by the Junior School. Well done!! 3
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